HOSPITAL SOCIAL WORKERS
AND THE INDEPENDENT ADOPTION CENTER

As a licensed agency, the Independent Adoption Center (IAC) has been helping to
build loving and healthy families for over 25 years. As a hospital social worker

you may wonder how you fit into the story of Open Adoption.

AS A SOCIAL WORKER

e The Independent Adoption Center understands the demands of your workday. At all times the agency
will work with hospital staff to prepare for an adoption.

* \We recognize that each hospital is unique in procedure and mission. We respect this and will work
with you to make the adoption process a smooth one.

e The entire staff at the IAC is dedicated and committed to helping birthparents make an adoption plan
of their choice. If, for any reason, a birthparent decides that placement is not her best option, we will

continue to support her and her plan.

* We offer complementary training materials and would be happy to provide a staff in-service.

HOW THE IAC SUPPORTS YOUR CLIENTS

e Counseling is paramount. At the IAC, birthparents receive free professional counseling before the birth
and afterwards for as long as needed.

® Birthparents are encouraged to make a hospital birth plan to ensure that their birth experience is dignified,
comfortable and emotionally healthy. Prior to an adoption, an IAC counselor will confact the hospital to
set up this plan.

® The birthparent's counselor is available at all times during the hospital stay.

e Since our families are pre-approved and chosen by the birthparents, babies are able to go home with their
adoptive families immediately.

* \We want birthparents to feel comfortable about their choice. For this reason birthparents sign
relinquishments of parental rights after their release from the hospital.



ABOUT THE IAC

The sfoff af the Independent Adoption Center includes professional social workers and counselors (MSW,
LCSW, ACSWV, and MA in counseling). They have extensive experience in adoption, foster care and
pregnancy counseling.

The Independent Adoption Center (IAC) has established relationships with hospitals nationwide.

The counselors at the IAC understand and recognize the laws regarding adoption and foster care placement,
including all state-mandated regulations. All paperwork for an impending birth is submitted to the hospital to
ensure a smooth transition.

Late adoption planning. In the case of last minute situations, where no birth plan is in place, the IAC is ready
fo meet with and assist the birthmother should she consider an adoption plan. We have pre-approved families
who are able to come to the hospital within hours to meet the birthmother and plan an adoption with her.

The counselors at the IAC are available after hours, on the weekend, and on holidays.

We have “real world” experience and understanding. The IAC frequently works with birthparents with
substance abuse problems, mental health issues and medical issues.

Cultural diversity and sensitivity: The IAC works with birthparents and adoptive parents from all cultures and
ethnicities.\VWe understand and respect the unique and diverse needs of different cultures.
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